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19 November 2019 

To: Interested and Affected Parties 

 

NOTIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS AND WATER USE LICENSE APPLICATION 

FOR THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ON THE REMAINDER OF PORTION 1 OF THE FARM VISSERS VALE NO 96, 

ADDO, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY, EASTERN CAPE. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT (BID) AND INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE 

 

Dear Sir / Madam 

Notice is hereby given of a Public Participation Process in terms of the National Environmental Management 

Act (Act No. 107 of 1998) Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (2014, amended 2017) GN R. 326, of 

the intention to apply for environmental authorisation from the Department of Economic Development, 

Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT). The process will also include the submission of a Water Use 

Licence Application/Registration to the Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) as regulated by the 

National Water Act (Act No. 36 of 1998). 

Purpose of this Document 

The purpose of this document is to: 

1. Provide Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs) with information about the proposed development  

2. Introduce and explain the Basic Assessment and Public Participation Process to be followed for the 

proposed development, in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 

of 1998; NEMA) 

3. Invite all I&APs to register their interest in the project and submit initial comments on any aspect of 

the project 

Project Background 

The applicant, Mr de Villiers, wishes to undertake development on the subject property. The farm, which is a 

total area of approximately 19 ha, is located on the Remainder of Portion 1 of the farm Vissers Vale No. 96. 

Please see attached map for location and property boundaries of the farm. 

The proposed development will consist of the establishment of approximately 4.5 ha of dryland grazing, as 

well as the construction of a general storage warehouse (4 500m²), a dwelling unit (200m²) and three chalets 

for personal use (100m² each). The total development footprint, including associated infrastructure, is 

estimated to be approximately 5.5 ha (see map attached). Location and design alternatives for the 

development footprint will be considered during the environmental process. 

The farm is currently zoned Agriculture. Vegetation on site consists predominantly of Albany Alluvial 
Vegetation (listed as Endangered) with a few old agricultural fields on the southern boundary of the property. 
 
According to the Addo Biodiversity Sector Plan (2012), the majority of the site is classed as a Critical 
Biodiversity Area, with only small sections on the southern and eastern border of the site classed as Ecological 
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Support Area and No Natural Areas Remaining. The proposed site is situated in close proximity to the Sunday’s 
River, which is classed as a National Freshwater Ecosystem Priority Area. The Sunday’s River flows in a north-
south direction along the western border of the site. 

Environmental Legislative Context  

National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998; NEMA) 

NEMA makes provision for the identification and assessment of activities that are potentially detrimental to 

the environment and which require authorization from the competent authority based on findings of an 

environmental assessment. In the Eastern Cape, these powers are delegated to the Department of Economic 

Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT).  

The EIA Regulations (GN R.326 of 2014, as amended) and associated Listing Notices (GN R.327, 325 & 324 of 

2014, as amended), promulgated in terms of section 24(5) of NEMA, set out the activities for which 

authorization is required following an environmental assessment. Activities under Listing Notices 1 & 3 require 

a Basic Assessment Process to be follow, whilst activities under Listing Notice 2 require a full Scoping & EIA. 

The development proposal triggers the following listed activity:  

 

Activity No: Activity Notes 

1:27  The clearance of an area of 1 hectares or more, but less than 
20 hectares of indigenous vegetation  

The proposed development will exceed 1 ha in size  

3:12  The clearance of an area of 300 square meters or more of 
indigenous vegetation except where such clearance of 
vegetation is required for maintenance purposes undertaken 
in accordance with a maintenance management plan 
In the Eastern Cape: 
(i) Within any endangered or critically endangered 
ecosystem listed in terms of section 52 of NEMBA, or 
(ii) Within critical biodiversity areas identified in bioregional 
plans 

Outside of the previously disturbed footprint, the 
site is mapped as a CBA in the Addo Biodiversity 
Sector Plan (2012). Vegetation on site is also listed 
as an Endangered ecosystem type in terms of 
NEMBA. Clearance activities will exceed 300 m² 

 

A Basic Assessment process is thus required for the proposed development. A Basic Assessment is a planning 

tool to assist in the identification and assessment of potential positive and negative impacts of a proposed 

development on the environment. It also recommends ways to avoid and minimize negative impacts, and 

ensure that developments are sustainable, without affecting people’s lives and the environment adversely.  

The Basic Assessment will be undertaken in terms of the NEMA, as amended, and the EIA Regulations (2014, 
as amended).  

National Water Act (Act No. 36 of 1998; NWA) 

The NWA is the primary regulatory legislation for the control, management and use of water resources. In 
addition to the requirements of NEMA, section 21 the NWA sets out water uses that require registration or 
licencing in terms of the Act. The following water uses are likely to apply to the proposed development  
 
1. Section 21(a) – taking of water from a water resource (borehole for domestic use)  
2. Section 21(g) – disposal of wastewater (soakaway /conservancy tanks)  
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3. Section 21(i) – altering the beds, banks, course or characteristics of a watercourse (for development 
in proximity to Sunday’s River and associated wetland habitat)  

An Integrated Water Use Licence for the site which addresses all water uses will be undertaken, which will be 

run in parallel with the NEMA process.   

Potential Environmental Issues 

The following potential impacts1 have been identified for the various project phases (planning, construction & 

operation). These impacts will be addressed in the assessment in order to identify measures to avoid or reduce 

negative impacts and enhance positive impacts.  

• Noise and dust impacts 

• Loss of indigenous vegetation & biodiversity 

• Storm water and erosion impacts 

• Impacts on surface water features (watercourses: river and associated wetland habitat) 

• Socio-economic impacts 

Public Participation 

In terms of NEMA, public participation forms an integral part of the environmental assessment process. The 

Public Participation Process provides people who may be affected by the proposed development with an 

opportunity to provide comment and to raise issues of concern about the project, or to make suggestions that 

may result in enhanced benefits for the project. 

Comments and issues raised during the Public Participation Process will be captured, evaluated and included 

in a Comments and Responses Report. These issues will be addressed and included in the final Basic 

Assessment Report, which will be submitted to DEDEAT. 

Deliverables 

The environmental assessment will culminate in the compilation of a Basic Assessment Report (BAR) and 

Environmental Management Programme (EMPr).  

The BAR will be submitted to DEDEAT, the regulatory authority responsible for the review of the report. 

Following review of the report, DEDEAT has to reach a decision as to whether, and under which conditions, 

the project may proceed, based on environmental considerations. An environmental authorisation will be 

granted or refused based on the information provided in the Basic Assessment Report. I&APs who have 

registered will be notified of the environmental authorisation decision. 

Invitation to Participate  

Habitat Link Consulting has been appointed by the applicant as the independent Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner (EAP) to undertake this process. This document therefore serves as notification of the project and 

your opportunity to register as an I&AP and provide initial comments.  

 
1 This list is not exhaustive 
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Should you or your organisation have any comments or queries regarding this project, or if you would like to 

participate in this process and by notified of further opportunities to provide comment, please register as an 

I&AP by writing to Rino Diedericks by no later than 20 December 2019.  

Postal Address:   PO Box 63879, Greenacres, 6057 
Cell:    082 776 4936 
Fax:   041 374 3984 
Email:    comments@habitatlink.co.za  

Please note that correspondence throughout the remainder of the environmental process will only be 

distributed to registered I&APs. I&APs must provide their name, contact details (postal address, telephone 

number and email address) and an indication of any direct business, financial, personal, or other interest they 

may have in the approval or refusal of this application.  

Sincerely, 

 
Christelle du Plessis 
Habitat Link Consulting 
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ON THE REMAINDER OF PORTION 1 OF THE 

FARMS VISSERS VALE NO 96, ADDO, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY, EASTERN 

CAPE 

REGISTRATION AND COMMENT SHEET 

November 2019 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU WRITE CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY AND USE EXTRA PAPER IF NEEDED 

 

Title ___________   Name and Surname  ___________________________________________________ 

Company Name _______________________________________________________________________ 

Interest in the Project __________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

Area ________________________________________   Postal Code   ____________________________ 

Telephone Number ____________________   Email address ___________________________________ 

Comment (You are welcome to attach more sheets if necessary. Your comments will be considered in 

the Basic Assessment Process)  ___________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please complete and return to Rino Diedericks at Habitat Link Consulting by no later than 20 December 2019 

Postal Address:   PO Box 63879, Greenacres, 6057 
Cell:    082 776 4936 
Fax:   041 374 3984 
Email:    comments@habitatlink.co.za  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION
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Figure 1: Location of the proposed development  
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Figure 2: Proposed location of the development footprint on the property 
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