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THE PROPOSED AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT ON THE 
REMAINDER OF THE FARM DIEPKLOOF NO. 351, WITHIN THE 

KOU-KAMMA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, EASTERN CAPE 
 

 INTRODUCTION 
 
Habitat Link Consulting (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Letabakop Farms (Pty) Ltd, to apply for an 
Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the abovementioned project. Notice is hereby given in terms of the 
National Environmental Management Act (NEMA) (Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended) of the proposed 
agricultural development on the Remainder of the Farm Diepkloof No. 351, located within the Kou-Kamma 
Local Municipality, Eastern Cape Province (Figure 1). The proposed agricultural development will include the 
clearance of approximately 19 hectares of vegetation and will include the establishment of new apple and 
pear orchards with associated infrastructure including water supply, electricity, new access roads and storm 
water drains. The development will be situated approximately 4.7 km south of the town of Joubertina.  
 

 
Figure 1: Locality map of the proposed Letabakop agricultural development. 



 

 

AIM OF THIS DOCUMENT 
 
The purpose of this Background Information Document (BID) is to ensure that people who are interested in, 
or affected by, the proposed project are provided with the relevant information, including the process being 
followed. Registering as an Interested and/or Affected Party (I&AP) allows individuals or groups to contribute 
ideas, issues, and concerns relating to the proposed project. I&APs also have an opportunity to review all of 
the reports and submit their comments on these reports. All of the comments that are received will be 
included in the final reports that are submitted to the Competent Authority (CA). All I&APs are hereby invited 
to register their interest and submit initial comments on any aspect of the project. 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The applicant (Letabakop Farms (Pty) Ltd) proposes to clear 19 hectares of potentially indigenous vegetation 
in order to establish apple and pear orchards. The proposed development includes the following aspects: 

- Site clearance; 
- Establishment of apple and pear orchards; 
- Construction of water reticulation system for irrigation purposes; 
- Electricity supply from the existing ESKOM transformers; 
- Construction of new internal access roads; and 
- Provision of storm water drains and pipes. 

 

The proposed development will require a footprint of approximately 19 hectares of the 1 426-hectare 
property. The study area was cleared in the 1990s and the land was previously used for the planting of 
potatoes. The study area was not used for any agriculture activities within the past 10 years and natural 
vegetation has started to regrow. Some parts of the site consist of transformed agricultural land and are 
predominantly invaded by alien vegetation, while other parts of the study area are undeveloped and consist 
out of natural vegetation (Tsitsikamma Sandstone Fynbos). The Wabooms River, a perennial river, is located 
along the north-western part of the study area and the proposed development will need to ensure that the 
use of fertiliser and pesticides is correctly managed in order to avoid pollution of the watercourse (Figure 2).   
 

 
Figure 2: Location of the proposed development in relation to the Wabooms River. 



 

 

APPLICABLE LEGISLATION 
 
National Environmental Management Act (NEMA) (Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended) 
 
The proposed development constitutes listed activities in terms of the 2014 EIA Regulations (as amended in 
2017) as promulgated under NEMA. As such, the proposed development requires an EA prior to 
commencement of construction and operation. The following listed activities published in GN R. 983 and 985 
(as amended in GN R. 327 and 324) are triggered: 
 

Activity No. Description Triggering activity 

LISTING NOTICE 1 – GN R. 983 (GN R. 327) 

Activity 27 
The clearance of an area of 1 hectare or more, 
but less than 20 hectares of indigenous 
vegetation. 

The proposed agricultural development will lead 
to the clearance of potentially indigenous 
vegetation, which will exceed an area of 1 ha. 

 

Based on the listed activity identified in Listing Notice 1 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, the proposed project 
will be subject to a Basic Assessment process. In order to comply with the NEMA, the impacts associated 
with the activity listed above will need to be identified and assessed during this process and will include the 
necessary specialist studies. The Competent Authority (CA) for this project is identified as the Member of the 
Executive Council (MEC) of the Eastern Cape Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs 
and Tourism (DEDEAT). 

 
National Water Act (NWA) (Act No. 36 of 1998, as amended) 
 
The NWA is the primary regulatory legislation for the control, management and use of water resources. 
Section 21 of the NWA sets out water uses that may require registration or licencing and include the 
following: 
 

Activity No. Description Triggering activity 

WATER USES AS DEFINED BY SECTION 21 OF THE NWA 

c 
Impeding or diverting the flow of water in a 
watercourse. 

Construction of the development will take 
place within 100 m of the Wabooms River. 

i 
Altering the bed, banks, course or characteristics 
of a watercourse. 

Construction of the development will take 
place within 100 m of the Wabooms River. 

 

The need for a water use authorisation (WUA) will be discussed with the Department of Water and Sanitation 
(DWS) and may result in the requirement of a Water Use Licence. Should a WUA be required, this will be 
undertaken in parallel with the Basic Assessment process. 

 
National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA) (Act No. 25 of 1999, as amended) 
 
The NHRA provides for the protection and management of South Africa’s heritage resources. Section 38 of 
the NHRA notes that ‘any person who intends to undertake a development categorised as— 

(c) any development or other activity which will change the character of a site— 
(i) exceeding 5 000 m2 in extent 
(ii) exceeding 300 m in length 

must at the very earliest stages of initiating such a development, notify the responsible heritage resources 
authority and furnish it with details regarding the location, nature and extent of the proposed development.’ 
 

The proposed development will change the character of the site. As such, a Heritage Notice of Intent to 
Develop (NID) will likely need to be submitted to the provincial heritage authority, along with a Heritage 
Assessment. These requirements will be determined by the relevant heritage authorities during the NEMA 
process. 



 

 

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 
The listed activities trigger the requirement of a Basic Assessment process (Figure 3). A draft Basic 
Assessment Report (BAR) will be compiled and will comprehensively describe the activities and impacts that 
the project may have on the receiving environment, including specialist reports and details from the public 
participation (PPP) process. In addition, an Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) will be compiled 
for the proposed development in order to make provision for relevant environmental management and 
mitigation measures. 
 

 
Figure 3: Basic Assessment process. 

 
The draft BAR and EMPr will be published for a 30-day public commenting period. Subsequent to the review 
and commenting period, a final BAR will be compiled for submission to the competent authority. This will 
include all public comments and responses to issues raised by stakeholders. Following the issuing of the EA, 
all registered I&APs will be notified accordingly and given the opportunity to appeal against the decision, 
should they so wish to do so. 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 
 
In terms of the NEMA, public participation forms an integral part of the Basic Assessment process. The Public 
Participation Process (PPP) provides people who may be affected by the proposed development with an 
opportunity to provide comment and to raise issues of concern about the project, or to make suggestions 
that may result in enhanced benefits for the project. 
 
Comments and issues raised during the PPP will be captured, evaluated and included in an Issues and 
Responses Trail (IRT). These issues will be addressed and included in the final versions of the reports, which 
will be submitted to the DEDEAT. 
 
 



 

 

POTENTIAL IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE DEVELOPMENT 
 
The following preliminary environmental issues have been identified and will be investigated during the 
application process: 

• Loss of vegetation communities;  

• Impacts on biodiversity and plant Species of Conservation Concern;  

• Disruption of ecosystem function and processes (e.g. invasion of alien plant species);  

• Impact on water availability and water resources;  

• Stormwater management; 

• Soil compaction and erosion; 

• Dust, noise, traffic and other nuisance aspects; 

• Generation of waste (e.g. spoil material, cleared vegetation and fruit waste); 

• Impact on visual aesthetics; 

• Loss of sites of archaeological and/or palaeontological importance; 

• Employment creation and socio-economic benefits; and 

• Improvement in food security. 
 
These and other impacts will be assessed in detail during the Basic Assessment process and mitigation 
measures to reduce the significance of the negative impacts will be provided in the EMPr. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMENT 
 
Should you wish to express your views regarding this proposed development, please send us your written 
comments. The names of all registered Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs), together with the comments 
received, will be incorporated into the IRT and will be submitted to the competent authority (DEDEAT). Please 
note that I&APs must provide their name, contact details (postal address, telephone number and email 
address) and an indication of any direct business, financial, personal, or other interest they may have in the 
approval or refusal of the proposed development. 
 

Please submit your name, contact information (address, telephone number, email address, postal address) 
and any written comments to Habitat Link Consulting:  

 
Office Address: 117 Cape Road, Mount Croix, Port Elizabeth, 6001 
Postal Address:  PO Box 63879, Greenacres, 6057 
Fax:  041 374 3984 
Tel:                          082 776 4936 
Email:   comments@habitatlink.co.za  or  
                                 rino@habitatlink.co.za 
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